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NATO-US collaboration leads to rescue of seaman in the Gulf of 

Aden 

 

Early yesterday, (5th July) Puntland authorities contacted the NATO flagship HNLMS De 

Zeven Provinciën requesting aid for the dhow, Al Anwari. The dhow reportedly with a crew of 

19, which was sailing from Oman to Boosaaso, had sunk off the North Eastern coast of 

Somalia.  

 

A US Maritime Patrol Aircraft (MPA), conducting counter piracy missions in the area, was 

asked by the Commander of Task Force 508 to fly to the last known location of the Al Anwari 

to investigate. Upon arrival the MPA saw oil and debris in the water and found a life raft with 

people in it and others in the surrounding water, waving a flag. 

 

USS Elrod, which was also in the area, was assigned to participate in the search and 

rescue. She deployed her Seahawk helicopter, which arrived to find eleven people in a life 

raft and five people in a skiff (small boat). The helicopter rescued the seamen in two groups 

of eight and brought them on board of USS Elrod. The NATO warship TCG Gelibolu assisted 

in the rescue. Until it was confirmed the total crew consisted of those sixteen people found, 

the USS Elrod and TCG Gelibolu searched the area.  

 

Commodore Hijmans, CTF 508, said, "Recent meetings by my predecessor between 

counter piracy forces and Puntland officials have led to a good working relationship. This 

relationship was used today in rescuing the crew of the Al Anwari. The USS Elrod did a 

terrific job with their helicopter." 
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The Puntland authorities were very grateful to NATO and the USS Elrod and a Puntland 

spokesperson said “I can't express in words how everyone in Puntland who has heard this 

good information about the survivors is happy and acknowledge your untiring efforts and 

24/7 readiness not only to fight Pirates and Piracy activities but to save the lives of  traders 

and innocent people when they are in need and /or their life is in between death and life.” 

 
 
 

Notes to editors 

1. NATO has contributed to the international counter piracy effort off the Horn of Africa 
since December 2008.  The mission has expanded from escorting UN and World 
Food Programme Shipping under Operation Allied Provider to protecting merchant 
traffic in the Gulf of Aden under Operation Allied Protector.  In addition to these 
activities and as part of the latest mission, Operation Ocean Shield, NATO is offering  
countries in the region, upon their request, to help develop their own capacity to 
combat piracy.  This complements the existing international efforts as coordinated 
with the Contact Group on Piracy off the coast of Somalia (CGPCS).    

 
2. The NATO task force (TF508) currently consists of the following ships:- 

 

 HNLMS De Zeven Provinciën (flagship, The Netherlands) 

 TCG Gelibolu (Turkey) 

 USS Cole (United States) 
 

3. NATO earlier this year announced its commitment to counter piracy by extending 
Operation Ocean Shield to December 2012. 
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