
 

Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2) 

 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
Allied Maritime 

Command Headquarters 
Northwood 

 

 

 
   

 

Ref: SNMG2 2010 / 22           1 July 2010 
  

   
 

The Netherlands assumes command of Standing 
NATO Maritime Group 2 

 
 
Yesterday the Netherlands assumed command of Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 

(SNMG2). Commodore Michiel B. Hijmans (RNLN) took over from Commodore Steve J. 

Chick (RN) during a ceremony in Safaga, Egypt overseen by the Chief of Staff of the NATO 

Maritime Component Command in Naples, Rear Admiral Bruce N. Williams (RN).  

 

The ceremony took place on board of HNLMS De Zeven Provinciën which became the new 

flagship of the Group. The former flagship, HMS Chatham, was also present in Safaga. 

Currently SNMG2 is conducting NATO’s counter piracy mission, Operation Ocean Shield, in 

the waters of the Gulf of Aden and the Somali Basin.  

 

Rear Admiral Williams said: “Whilst all here, have their eyes first and foremost fixed on the 

task closest at hand, Operation Ocean Shield, it is critical we recognise the scope and 

complexity of the SNMG2’s mission as a whole. From sustaining the task group as 

Immediate Reaction Forces, as part of NATO’s High Readiness maritime capabilities, to the 

enduring and resolute anti-terrorism modus operandi of Operation Active Endeavour in the 

Mediterranean to the much higher and immediate tempo of Operation Ocean Shield off the 

Horn of Africa, to the sustained efforts to develop stronger worldwide partnerships for 

NATO.” 

 

After Commodore Hijmans assumed command, he said: “I am extremely proud to take over 

from my predecessor Commodore Steve Chick, who over the past year has done a splendid 



 

Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2) 

job as Commander SNMG2. I am confident that we can maintain the same level of 

effectiveness that you and your staff have displayed, and I am sure that Task Force 508, 

consisting of the flagship HNLMS De Zeven Provinciën, USS Cole and TCG Gelibolu, will 

continue to successfully deter piracy activities off the Horn of Africa and provide safe 

passage for merchant shipping in the Gulf of Aden.” 

 

Other guests of the ceremony were the Netherlands Ambassador to Egypt, Her Excellency 

Mrs. Susan Blankhart, Rear Admiral Fernando Manuel de Macedo Pires da Cunha 

(Portuguese Navy), Chief of Staff of the NATO Joint Forces Command in Lisbon, Major 

General Tom Middendorp (RNLA), the Director of Operations of The Netherlands Defence 

Staff and Rear Admiral Ahmed Khaled (Egytian Navy), Commander of the Red Sea Naval 

Bases. 

 
 
 

Notes to editors 

1. NATO has contributed to the international counter piracy effort off the Horn of Africa 
since December 2008.  The mission has expanded from escorting UN and World 
Food Programme Shipping under Operation Allied Provider to protecting merchant 
traffic in the Gulf of Aden under Operation Allied Protector.  In addition to these 
activities and as part of the latest mission, Operation Ocean Shield, NATO is offering  
countries in the region, upon their request, to help develop their own capacity to 
combat piracy.  This complements the existing international efforts as coordinated 
with the Contact Group on Piracy off the coast of Somalia (CGPCS).    

 
2. The NATO task force (TF508) currently consists of the following ships:- 

 

 HNLMS De Zeven Provinciën (flagship, The Netherlands) 

 TCG Gelibolu (Turkey) 

 USS Cole (United States) 
 

3. NATO earlier this year  announced its commitment to counter piracy by extending 
Operation Ocean Shield to December 2012. 
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