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NATO WARSHIP DESTROYS PIRATE VESSELS      
 

Turkish warship TCG GELIBOLU destroyed a group of pirate vessels over the weekend 280 miles 
North East of the Seychelles.  The operation marked another success for NATO’s counter-piracy 
Operation Ocean Shield, and reflected the close co-operation that exists between the NATO 
Alliance and other international forces. 
 
The pirate gang consisted of 13 pirates, in 3 vessels.  As well as weapons, in their boats they 
carried ladders, used to climb onboard vessels and other piracy related equipment.  As the Turkish 
warship approached, the pirates threw their guns and ladders overboard and claimed they were 
innocent seafarers – although they were unable to explain what they were doing 820 miles from 
the Somali coast, with no fishing nets or legal cargo.     
 
TCG GELIBOLU had sailed to the sea area having receiving maritime intelligence which indicated 
that pirate gangs were hunting for innocent merchant shipping.  Working closely with an EU 
Luxemburg maritime patrol aircraft, operating out of the Seychelles, they were able to locate the 
pirates and disrupt their illegal activity.    
 
The Commanding Officer of TCG GELIBOLU, Commander Baybars Kucukatay Turkish Navy said: 
 
‘The Turkish Navy working under NATO is proud to be able to save innocent merchant vessels 
from acts of piracy.  Despite a huge search area, we have shown there is no hiding place for 
pirates at sea.  TCG GELIBOLU will eventually find them.’  
 
              ends 
 
Background Information: 
 
NATO has contributed to the international counter piracy effort off the Horn of Africa since 
December 2008.  The mission has expanded from escorting UN and World Food Progamme 
Shipping under Operation Allied Provider to protecting merchant traffic in the Gulf of Aden under 
Operation Allied Protector.  In addition to these activities and as part of the latest mission, 
Operation Ocean Shield, NATO is working with other international bodies to help develop capacity 
of countries in the region to tackle piracy on their own.   
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NATO has recently announced its commitment to Operation Ocean Shield has been extended to 
December 2012. 
 
The NATO Task Force consists of 5 ships from Standing NATO Maritime Group 2.  These are: 
 

HMS CHATHAM (Flagship) – UK 
USS COLE – US 
TCG GELIBOLU – Turkey 
HS LIMNOS -  Greece 
ITS SCIROCCO – Italy 
 

At sea NATO is working closely with other partners including EU Naval Force, Combined Maritime 
Force as well as other navies, including China, Japan, India and Russia.  
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A.  TCG GELIBOLU’s Boarding Party seizes control of the pirate attack group. 
 
 
Media Inquiries only to: 
Public Affairs Officer 
+44 (0)1923 956763  
+44 (0) 7747 008508 
mailto:pio@manw.nato.int 

mailto:pio@manw.nato.int�

