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NATO Helicopter Lands Safely After Shooting

London: Earlier today, a NATO helicopter from Italian warship Scirocco landed safety back
onboard after reporting that it had been fired upon by two men from the Somali coast. The
Italian warship is operating in the Somali Basin and Gulf of Aden as part of NATO’s counter

piracy mission, codenamed Operation Ocean Shield.

As part of NATO’s mission to deter and disrupt acts of piracy, Scirocco’s two helicopters
were conducting aerial searches near to the coast of Somalia, when one of the pilots spotted
two men aiming weapons at his helicopter. Shortly after, the helicopter crew saw smoke and
heard rocket firing close by.

After completing their flying mission, the two helicopters returned safely to the ship. A full
inspection back on board Scirocco confirmed there was no damage to either helicopter and
both crews were unharmed.

Ends

Notes to editors

1. The NATO Task Force 508 conducting Operation Ocean Shield is one out of three
coalition task forces operating in the fight against piracy. TF 508 consists presently of five
ships:

HMS CHATHAM (Flagship - Royal Navy)

USS COLE (US Navy)

TCG GELIBOLU (Turkish Navy)

HS LIMNOS (Greek Navy)

ITS SCIROCCO (Italian Navy)

Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2)



2. Background: At the request of the UN in late 2008, NATO started to provide escorts to UN
World Food Programme vessels transiting through the Somali Basin. This operation has now
been succeeded by Operation Ocean Shield, which as well as deterring and disrupting pirate
activity additionally offers training to regional countries in developing their own capacity to
combat piracy activities.

3. NATO is conducting counter-piracy activities in compliance with UN Security Council
Resolutions (1816, 1838, 1846, 1851 and 1897) and in coordination with other international
actors including the European Union.
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