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NATO WARSHIP RESCUES M/V PACIFIC EXPRESS CREW

Earlier today, NATO’s counter piracy flag ship, Italian Ship (ITS) Andrea
Doria, rescued the crew of M/V Pacific Express, 180 nautical miles off
the coast of Kenya. M/V Pacific Express had reported being under pirate
attack on September 20, 2011.

ITS Andrea Doria responded to the distress call and closed in on M/V
Pacific Express during the night of September 20. After evaluating the
situation, the NATO warship assessed that pirates were no longer on
board. As heavy smoke was coming out of the M/V, ITS Andrea Doria
decided to send a boarding team to evacuate the crew and rescued all
26 crewmembers (25 Filipinos and 1 Ukrainian) who had locked
themselves inside the safety zone of the merchant ship. According to the
crew, the fire was the result of the pirates’ attempts to force them out of
their confinement. They also reported hearing gun shots and possibly a
RPG being fired during their time in the safety zone. They suffered no
injuries and are now being transferred to Mombasa.

ITS Andrea Doria has been engaged in Operation "Ocean Shield" to
combat piracy off the coast of Somalia under the command of Rear
Admiral Gualtiero Mattesi since June 14, 2011.
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