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EXERCISE BOLD MONARCH 2011 

 

INTERNATIONAL DIVERS MEET NEPTUNO IN SPANISH WATERS 

 
31 May 2011, onboard SPS Neptuno, off Murcia, Spain: DIVING ACTIVITY WITH 
ESPS NEPTUNO 
 
Aptly named after the Roman God of the Sea, Neptune, the Spanish Dive support 

vessel Neptuno is playing an integral role hosting a raft of international divers during 

Exercise Bold Monarch in the warm clear waters off the coast of Murcia Southern 

Spain. 

 

On board are Fleet diving teams from Canada, Spain and The Netherlands 

conducting a series of exercises designed to improve cooperation and understanding 

of procedures in the event of a serious incident which may cause a submarine to 

become trapped on the bottom of the sea. Under these conditions, the submarine is 

classified as a DISSUB (Distressed Submarine). 

 

The divers are training together in debris clearance procedures to enable submarine 

rescue vehicles to arrive in the vicinity of the DISSUB and safely mate underwater to 

rescue the crew. Underwater engineering tasks that require the flexibility of divers 

free swimming up to deep depths have been practiced today prior to the integrated 

“Massivex” involving all elements of submarine rescue taking place later in the week, 

Evacuation by rescue submersibles from three nations is being exercised this week, 



working with real submarines, and providing medical care while evacuees are being 

transferred under pressure. 

 

The divers are capable of clearing possible debris around the rescue seat - the 

smooth metal fitting around the escape hatch which is designed to mate with the 

rescue vehicle. 

The dive serials during Bold Monarch allow the divers to check rescue seats of four 

different classes of submarine. For the first time ever, NATO divers have been 

permitted to get up close and personal with a Russian submarine, the Alrosa, a 

diesel powered submarine from Russia’s Black Sea Fleet.  

 

The Neptuno Spanish Dive Support vessel demonstrated a rescue using one of the 

visiting Dutch divers as the simulated casualty and showed the emergency 

procedures for extracting the diver into the ship by lift and into the decompression 

chamber. Specialist doctors are embarked with the ship who provide immediate 

medical care for the distressed diver in the decompression chamber and can 

authorize emergency evacuation to medical facilities on the shore as required. 

 

Commanding Officer Lt Cdr. Jorge Ferreiroa Manso, the Commanding Officer of the 

Neptuno was clearly enjoying the presence of so many divers making good use of 

the support facilities in his ship. He said; “Neptuno has all the technical equipment 

and medical support necessary on board to look after the diver´s immediate needs. I 

am delighted  to support this significant Bold Monarch exercise, the most complex 

and ambitious integrated Submarine Rescue exercise in the world. It´s particularly 

rewarding to see so much international participation as the participating nations bond 

in their shared specialist subject.” 

Follow Exercise Bold Monarch  2011 on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bold-Monarch-2011 and at the NATO website: 

www.manw.nato.int 

Excellent opportunities are available for international media to visit the Bold Monarch  

Exercise and participate in a wide range of the planned activities, as part of this 

world class programme. The Media Day is on 7 June 2011.For further enquiries, 

please contact Lt Cdr Andrew Mills and Lt Cdr Heather Lane at 

‘paobmh11@yahoo.co.uk’ or call 0044 7585 795634. 
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